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“Though our clients were after a relaxed, comfortable
feeling, they definitely didn’t want a clichéd ranch environment.”

they were a march made in desian heaven,
"We both believed in reclaimed Montana
architecture,” says Peace, “the vse of in-
digenous materials wo create a historical
sense of place that Montana had lost, And
Canady, because she owns a cattle ranch,
brought ranch knowledpe as well as archi-
tectural skills to cur collaboration.”
Impressed by whar they saw, the new
owners decided tocomplete the compound
with four buildings of their own: two
boys' cabins, a laundryfishing gear facil-
ity ancl, most signifcantly, a centml lodge.
*Though there was already a nice home on
the land,” says the owner, “we discovered
thara family our size couldn't fit into one
house. We needed a big gathering place.
b0 we sat down witl Bl and Candy, and

in 16 months they put it vegether. Amazing
whatcan be done in the middle of winger”
Adds his wife: “We didn't want anyth ing
flashy. Candy, who hassuch a feel For whar
people need, really read us”

The resulcisa 6,300 -square-foot stroce
ture complete with 28-foot ceilings, a spa-
ciows living room, industrial-size kitchen,
bar, dining room, sitting area, a bedroom
and bath, large pantry, screen porch and
lofe library wich a balcony.

“My architecture is always site-specific,”
says Tillarson-Miller, "especially here,
where there are such extraordinary views
and a pond stocked with fish, which, after
being enlarped, was the perfece location
for a barge house with o huge, grassy ficld
of 1 backyard for soccer or foathall.”
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While che lndge, like the rancl's adja-
cent buildings, appears to be conscruced
of logs, it is, notes Tillotzon-Miller, “n
stick construction, a regular frame hoose
on which logs—in this case, dead stand-
ing lodgepole—have been splitin two and
slapped anto the interior and exterion”
{Afrer lodgepole pine back peels, the un-
derlying wood takes on a gray cast, giving
it an aged patina). “It's the most effective
building package you can pur together,
especially in a seismic zone like this," ex-
plains Tillotson-Miller. “Mot enly does it
einsure supertor insulation but vou can have
larger openings for windows and doars”

As for the interiors, Peace was equally
philosophical aboue the home-versus-land
role of living western, *The reason maost

Lerr: Tillsar=Ailler used salvaged fir, maple and stane in
the kitehen and insralled sliding panels eo fully separaie it
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Atk Walls sheadbicd in lodgepobe pine add e
e western airofa bedroom. "Since the exerlor
feclimg must carry throwgh o che imerior, 1
aindized things like colorinside " w1y Peace.

CrrrosaTE ABGWELY balcony off vhe Tod lihraey
onjy¥ the view north past the pond. Mancns-
baccal Limifa Iversom designed the lasdscaping.
“Priides somenhere char Loawld elfe,  waneed
acorss birnational parks,” the hosbanid cays.
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peaple are in places like AMontana is the
beaury of the cuvdoors,” I says. “My mis-
sicat 1% boe del, not detraer from thac. Al
l|'||2||.'|?.|'| oir clicnes were aftera relased, com-
fortable feeling, they definitely didn't wan
a elichéd rpanch cavironment.”

Rustic, chercfore, was o, especially sine
“theee’s ne geeat fueniture to be found in
Montana, where everyehing either disap-
pretrend eor wias Lrought from somewhere clse.”
|"|1|!:|I'r.'-|'.|'|'-:.'r, the Lluﬁg:ll.-e.:r bz ko B maamadful
of the reality of his elienes” lifesryle—"kids

bewencang arounsd, people cating on sofas ansd
putring their boats up on tahles”
Canseepeently, he opted for *logs of leath-
er and suede, which, no matter what hap-
pens, can't be hurt” Counteraceing the lush
sofas is the channing pop of a red-painted
table and a powder room boasting walls of
el pressed-tin pansls, There are anciques
amd] warm, sensuwal woods like Balinese teak,
a brwslegl-rmahogany bar and a large, low-
ﬁ]ung vintage Askan weaver's table used For
cocktails. Subsequently, these weleoming




rooms, though appropriately lodgelike,
exude an vanderseared elegance mercifully
lberete of prairie kitsch—the ubiquitous,
custom-ceafed, trout-fishing consoles
found in so many western geraways,

I the encl, this beaotiful ranch—whese
ewners, Tillotson-Ailler obisery e, “ilite
on their Fonaly™—poarantees thar chey
will B seeing @ lest of them. “Ohr prrode-
lemn sy getting our kisks out o Maonana,”
:1'.1:|.'.~21|1l: Iasbamad wivh 2 Laagh, =it's gettin
them back,” O
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